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Feb. 11: Sen. Jorge Hurtado reported that survivors of a massacre on Feb. 8 in Chavin, Ancash
department, have accused police officers of eight murders. Witnesses denied the official version
that the victims were guerrillas attempting an attack on a police barracks. Hurtado, a member of
the United Left (IU) party, demanded that the government conduct a full investigation. According
to witnesses, local police released an accused rapist, who was transferred to the Chavin police
barracks for protection. When local residents protested his release, drunken police officers fired
teargas and bullets, killing eight people and wounding at least 30 others. Police sources reported
that three people a civilian and two police guards were killed and eight others injured in a rebel car
bomb explosion outside the Lima residence of US Ambassador Anthony Quainton. The explosion
caused serious damage to the residence. The rebels fled in a car, tossing small explosive devices
which caused serious damage to Radio Nacional del Peru offices and a police station. Another
bomb was thrown at the headquarters of the armed forces joint command, located about 100 meters
from the ambassador's residence. Police reported that Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) rebels
killed a community leader of the Villa El Salvador neighborhood of Lima by detonating dynamite
secured between the victim's legs. The man had publicly opposed Sendero's armed strike ("paro
armado") scheduled for Feb. 14 in Lima. Foreign Minister Augusto Blacker Miller accused the
governments of Belgium and Sweden of providing support to Sendero Luminoso rebels. According
to the minister, the two governments permit Peruvian terrorists to live and operate in respective
national territories, "showing a lamentable lack of coherence in the matter of human rights policy."
The Peruvian government has petitioned Brussels for extradition of Luis Arce Borja, former editor
of El Diario, Sendero's official newspaper. Blacker Miller said the government has not yet received
a response. Blacker Miller said Sweden receives more Sendero Luminoso guerrillas than any other
nation world-wide. He added that the Swedish government grants the rebels asylum and permits
them to collect money "which is used to promote terrorism in Peru." Feb. 12: According to Lima
police, Sendero rebels bombed at least five buses in the capital, as part of the build-up toward an
armed strike. According to bus passengers, Sendero rebels told them the bombings were "warnings
to the private transportation sector of what will happen if they refuse to adhere to the strike." Bomb
explosions were also reported at several municipal and bank branch offices throughout the city. In
Lima, police reported two bomb explosions at the San Agustin private Catholic school. The bombs
caused extensive damage but no casualties. Feb. 13: Prime Minister Alfonso de los Heros asked that
Lima residents have confidence in security forces in the face of Sendero's "forced strike." He said
security forces were prepared to provide security to city transport systems, and to "repel all types of
aggression." According to Lima police, a Sendero death squad assassinated businessperson Gonzalo
Garcia Sarda as he left his office. Pamphlets left behind by the rebels called on Lima residents to
participate in the strike. In a report commissioned by the Labor Ministry, Oscar Schiappa said over 1
million Peruvians have been displaced from their land and homes in nearly 12 years of guerrilla war.
In addition, about 1,000 children have been killed, another 50,000 orphaned. Rebels assassinated
a National Police officer in the San Juan de Miraflores district of Lima, bringing to 12 the number
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of police killed since Feb. 9. Police have arrested about 40 suspected Sendero rebels since Feb. 7.
According to military sources, six campesinos and a teacher were killed by rebels in Santa Rosa,
Cajabamba department, 700 km. northeast of Lima. In Pampesca, Oxapampa department, 350 km.
east of Lima, suspected Sendero rebels shot and killed mayor Porfirio Villanueva, his brother and
two members of a rural civilian self-defense militia ("rondos campesinos"). The rebels accused
the victims of collaborating with government security forces. On Thursday evening, 30,000 police
officers and soldiers were deployed throughout Lima in preparation for the rebels' armed strike.
Feb. 14: In the early morning hours, Sendero rebels killed four police officers and wounded seven
others by blowing up two patrol cars in Lima suburbs. One police officer was killed and two others
injured when their patrol car was attacked with machinegun fire in the El Agustino district. Lima
police reported attempted bombings at the Jorge Chavez international airport, several bank branch
offices, a medical center and a gas station. There were no casualties. According to Prime Minister
de los Heros, 97.5% of Lima's work force pursued normal activities, despite the shutdown of most
private sector transport companies. Private transport accounts for approximately 90% of the city
services. State-owned transport company employees were accompanied by military patrols. De
los Heros indicated that security forces arrested about 200 suspected rebels, and seized over 400
kg. of explosives, political propaganda and other "terrorist paraphernalia." Rebels bombed the
home of Miguel Azcueta, a community leader in Lima's Villa El Salvador suburb. There were no
casualties, since Azcueta had previously left his home following numerous death threats. In a move
sponsored by Azcueta, Villa El Salvador residents placed Peruvian flags and white flags symbolizing
peace outside their homes and offices in protest of the strike and continued political violence.
According to military sources, soldiers captured an unspecified number of Sendero rebels who
were attempting to blow up a major bridge in Lima. In communiques distributed to radio station,
Sendero leaders called the strike a "success." The event marked the rebels' fourth armed strike
in the capital city over the past 12 years. Feb. 15: According to police, Sendero rebels assassinated
Maria Elena Moyana, deputy mayor for Lima's Villa El Salvador suburb. The victim was shot and
then blown up. Two other people were killed and eight wounded in the attack. Moyana led a peace
march through the streets of the neighborhood on Feb. 14, and had previously received numerous
death threats. Feb. 17: Sen. Enrique Bernales, president of the Senate's pacification committee, said
neighborhood organizations could become obstacles to terrorist attacks in urban areas. Bernales
said the best way to prevent such attacks is to organize community members to detect and report
any suspicious activity. Referring to the Feb. 15 murder of Maria Elena Moyana and other recent
attempts on the lives of community leaders, Bernales said Sendero Luminoso has changed its focus
from rural to urban terrorism. The rebels, he said, are now targeting neighborhood associations,
considered to be a major threat. Police reported that rebels assassinated Andres Davila head of the
La Barriada Noceto neighborhood organization in the El Augustino district of Lima. Davila had
previously received death threats from Sendero. National Police spokespersons reported that seven
members of a rural self-defense militia were killed by Sendero rebels in Tutumbaro, Ayacucho
department. Feb. 18: According to Michel Azcueta, former mayor of the Villa El Salvador district
of Lima, Sendero rebels have killed 110 community leaders in the past year and over 1,000 in the
course of nearly 12 years of guerrilla warfare. Azcueta said that he has been targeted for execution
by the Sendero since Feb. 14. National Police spokespersons announced a program to provide
increased protection to community leaders, especially in the country's large cities. According to a
National Police report, Sendero Luminoso issued a call for a 10-day armed strike for the provinces of
Vilcashuaman, Cagallo, Huancasancos, Victor Fajardo, and in Sucre, located in southern Ayacucho.
The strike was set to begin immediately. Lima police reported that a bomb exploded in front of the
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French Embassy. The explosion caused minor damage but no casualties. According to witnesses,
the bomb was thrown by two people on a motorcycle. The incident marked the second bombing
attempt on the embassy in two months. A bomb explosion at a hotel in the Miraflores district of
Lima caused minor damage. No casualties were reported. Police discovered the bodies of three
students in San Lorenzo, Junin department. The three were suspected of terrorist involvement. Feb.
19: A health clinic spokesperson reported that Rolando Velasco, mayor of Lima's Brena suburb, was
injured in a car bomb explosion. Police sources told reporters that a Technical Police officer was
shot and killed by suspected rebels in the Canto Grande district of Lima. A retired police officer
was killed by three assailants in front of his home in Lima's San Juan de Lurigancho district. The
official government news agency Andina reported that three soldiers were killed in a rebel ambush
of a military transport vehicle near Pucapampa, Huancavelica department. Feb. 20: According
to police sources, at least one police officer died and eight others were wounded when a troop
transport vehicle detonated a land mine on the road near Chosica, 20 km. east of Lima. The mine
was reportedly planted by Sendero rebels. One police officer was killed and two rebels wounded in
an exchange of gunfire when a police patrol intercepted a vehicle in Lima's La Victoria district. Feb.
21: President Alberto Fujimori said leaders of Peru's two guerrilla groups could be extradited to the
US to face drug trafficking charges. According to the president, the government will pay US$500,000
for the capture "dead or alive" of Sendero Luminoso leader Abimael Guzman. Under similar terms,
the government has offered US$250,000 for the capture of Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement
(MRTA) leader Victor Polay. Fujimori said the government will guarantee anonymity of anyone who
can provide information leading to the arrest of the two men, as well as protection and safe passage
out of the country for individuals and family members. Feb. 22: A group of Peruvian intellectuals
of diverse political persuasions issued a statement condemning the assassination of Maria Elena
Moyano, who they called "Mother Courage." The statement repudiated Sendero Luminoso's
"totalitarian ideology." Signatories included writers Mario Vargas Llosa and Julio Ramon Ribeyro;
filmmakers Francisco Lombardi and Armando Robles Godoy; poets Emilio Adolfo Westphalen and
Javier Sologuren; historian Maria Rostorowski; painter Emilio Rodriguez Larrain; and, professor
Luis Jaime Cisneros, among others. The government decreed a state of emergency for Melgar
and Azangaro provinces in Puno department. State of emergency status was extended in several
provinces of Huanuco, San Martin and Loreto departments. According to police, a municipal council
member was killed in San Marcos, Cajamarca department. Feb. 23: Official sources reported that a
regional military commander and three soldiers were injured when their helicopter crashed near
Tambillos, Huancavelica department. Police attributed the crash to mechanical failure, although
local press reports said the helicopter may have been shot down by rebels or drug traffickers. In
Ayacucho, local police reported that rebels murdered Alejandro Salcedo, an engineer employed by
the government. Salcedo was killed in a car bomb explosion. Feb. 24: During a televised interview,
President Fujimori announced that the government is prepared to provide weapons to Lima
residents for self-defense. He said the military would support the creation of urban self-defense
militias ("rondas urbanas"). Fujimori said soldiers would begin training urban militia members on
March 2. Several community leaders in Lima responded by demanding the creation of independent
self-defense organizations, i.e., free of military or government affiliations. Feb. 25: Police reported
that Sendero rebels called an armed strike for Feb. 27-28 in Ayacucho. According to rebel pamphlets
distributed throughout the city, the strike is intended to commemorate the March 2, 1982, escape
of Sendero militants from the Ayacucho jail. Feb. 26: According to police sources, in Ihuari, Lima
department, Sendero rebels killed mayor Miguel Calderon and his spouse. The victims were
attacked by five men armed with machine-guns. Feb. 27: Police told reporters that Domingo
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Guzman, rural self-defense militia leader, was assassinated by Sendero rebels in the city of Huaraz,
Anchash department, 400 km. northeast of Lima. Feb. 28: In Huancayo, police spokespersons
reported the murder of Laureano Romero, deputy mayor, lawyer and teacher. Feb. 29: According to
a recent survey conducted by Apoyo, a private polling and consulting firm, Lima residents identified
terrorism as the biggest problem facing Peru. Next in the ranking were inadequate education
facilities, economic recession, unemployment, corruption and extreme poverty. The poll indicated
that 79% of respondents supported the creation of urban self-defense militias. Of the supporters,
52% favored and 48% opposed arming the militias. Approximately 66% of respondents expressed
general support for President Fujimori. Police sources indicated that rebels abducted and then
assassinated three people in Nueva Italia, Junin department. According to police, rebels killed
five people in Oxabamba, Junin department. In Carhuaz, Ancash department, police reported that
rebels bombed the home of a local judge. The explosion caused severe material damage, but no
casualties. In Lima, a businessperson and a bus company guard were murdered by rebels, the first
for refusing to pay a "war tax," and the second for attempting to prevent rebels from setting fire
to a bus. March 1: Former Nicaraguan president Daniel Ortega offered to mediate between the
government and the two rebel groups, Sendero and MRTA. Ortega said the offer was motivated by
an attempt to end the violence "which is destroying Peru." Police sources reported that Sendero
rebels killed a businessperson and Dionisio Cantani, mayor of Orurillo, Puno department. About 50
rebels strafed Cantani's home with machine-gun fire and explosives, abducted him, and executed
him in the city plaza. Five others were injured during the attack. March 2: Police in Huaral, 60 km.
north of Lima, reported that eight people were murdered by a new terrorist group, known as the
Popular Guerrilla Front (Frente Guerrillero Popular-FGP). In a communique by "Commander
German," the FGP took responsibility for the murders, citing "moral justification" as the reason
for the violence. The statement said the FGP would continue eliminating "drug addicts, criminals
and homosexuals." Following receipt of the statement, police found three bodies on the outskirts
of Huaral. The discovery of the body of a young person, who had been beaten and tortured, on the
outskirts of Lima, led police officers to attribute a series of murders over the past few weeks to the
FGP. The victims' bodies were similarly mutilated. In a press conference with foreign journalists,
Daniel Ortega emphasized the need for "grass-roots negotiations" between the Peruvian guerrillas
and the government, as other mechanisms, such as the government-sponsored self-defense militias,
"are only defensive actions." Sendero Luminoso has thus far rejected all offers or attempts at a
negotiated peace settlement. National Police spokespersons reported that Sendero rebels attacked
the jungle towns of Oxabamba, Nueva Italia, and San Ramon in Chanchamayo province, killing a
total of 22 agricultural workers and wounding six others between Feb. 29 and March 1. Witnesses
reported that the rebels were punishing the victims for collaborating with government security
forces and opposing the rebel armed struggle. Among the victims in San Ramon were mayor Jose
Gutierrez and community organization president Wilfredo Enrico. A low-level official of the Antiterrorism Directorate (Direccion Contra el Terrorismo-DIRCOTE) was shot to death by rebels
in the Carmen de la Legua district of Lima. According to police, Hector Zuzunaga, a prefect in
Arequipa, 1,000 km. south of Lima, escaped injury when rebels bombed his home. The Regional
Fishing Directorate office in Arequipa was attacked simultaneously by a separate rebel bomb squad.
There were no casualties. Following recent statements by Daniel Espichan Tumay, special federal
prosecutor for terrorist crimes, that 4,300 presumed terrorists had been released from custody over
the past 12 years due to insufficient evidence or reduced sentences, Sen. Enrique Bernales said
the Peruvian justice system favors the terrorists and continued violence. According to a recent
report by the Senate pacification committee, in 1991 of a total 16,800 prisoners nationwide, 1,507
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were incarcerated on terrorism charges. A total of 3,180 people died in political violence last year,
down 272 compared to 1990. As of year-end 1991, 20,206 terrorist attacks had been recorded since
1980. Material damage is estimated at US$20 billion. The official death toll is 22,443, although the
committee report indicated that the real total is probably over 25,000. Government security forces
were responsible for 44% of the deaths, and the two rebel groups, 41%. Citing United Nations
figures, the report said 2,042 persons had "disappeared" since 1980. March 3: The "Force of the
Law" anti-terrorist association announced higher bounties than the government has offered for
the capture of Sendero leader Guzman and MRTA chief Polay, US$1 million and US$300,000,
respectively. The association is comprised of prominent businesspersons. March 4: Police sources
told reporters that rebels attacked a school minibus near Huancayo, 315 km. east of Lima, killing six
teachers and two employees. The minibus was owned by a local academy operated by the National
Police. Students at the academy are police officers' children. Suspected Sendero rebels shot and
killed four members of a rural self-defense militia in La Compania, Ayacucho. According to police,
rebels set fire to the home of Hilda Patino, community leader in Lima's Villa El Salvador suburb.
No serious casualties were reported, but the house was destroyed. Police reported that Aniceto
Gervanio, mayor of Cochabamba, 160 km. north of the capital, was seriously injured during a rebel
machine-gun attack. March 5: According to a communique released by the Armed Forces Joint
Command, at least eight Sendero rebels were killed in fighting in Andilla, Apurimac department,
when an army patrol surprised about 30 rebels. The rebels had called a town meeting under threat
of death. The rebels had planned to carry out a "popular tribunal" to sentence and execute local
officials for organizing self- defense militias. The communique did not mention troop casualties.
Police announced an investigation into the activities of at least 10 physicians, nurses and medical
staff of two major state-run hospitals in Lima. The medical personnel are suspected of providing
medical care to injured Sendero rebels. Nineteen others were arrested March 3 for involvement
in Sendero's "medical section." March 6: National Police spokespersons reported that rebels
assassinated Cornelio Gamarra Malqui, a government official in Catac, Ancash department, located
about 400 km. north of Lima. Police reported that a couple was shot to death during a machinegun attack in Quingrata, Ayacucho department. According to local police, Pedro Cuaros, leader of
several rural self-defense militias, was assassinated in San Francisco, Ayacucho. Two police officers
were killed by Sendero rebels in the Canto Grande neighborhood of Lima. In a sweep following
the attack, police investigators arrested three people. According to Lima police, three people firebombed a restaurant in the Miraflores neighborhood of the capital. Police suspected the assailants
were MRTA rebels. No casualties were reported. Lima police reported that two sets of brothers
were shot to death by Sendero rebels in front of respective relatives in Barranca, 170 km. north
of Lima. The victims were reportedly executed for having participated in recent demonstrations
protesting rebel violence. Three Sendero rebels were captured and executed by members of a selfdefense militia in Comas, Junin department, located 300 km. east of Lima. March 7: Special federal
prosecutor for terrorism Espichan Tumay told reporters he had received death threats from the
Sendero Luminoso. Espichan Tumay has repeatedly criticized judges for failing to adequately
sanction individuals accused of terrorism. Police reported the murder of six campesinos in the
towns of Curau and Cochas, located in the sierra region of Lima department. In both attacks,
approximately 80 Sendero rebels accused three victims of collaborating with government security
forces. Local residents were forced to observe the executions, and subsequent mutilation of the
victims' bodies by rebels wielding machetes. The Southern Security Command, based in Cusco,
reported that Sendero rebels killed Juan de Dios Zolorzano, a district judge, and two young people
in Pachaconas, 850 km. southeast of Lima. Police sources reported that lawyer and journalist Edwin
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Barrios was kidnapped by MRTA rebels in Huancayo, Junin department. (Sources: Deutsche Press
Agentur, 02/12/92; Associated Press, 02/11/92, 02/13-15/92; Washington Post, 02/16/92; Inter Press
Service, 02/11/92, 02/12/92, 02/19/92; Notimex, 02/11-13/92, 02/19/92, 02/24/92, 03/06/92; Agence
France-Presse, 02/11-16/92, 02/18-20/92, 02/22/92, 02/23/92, 02/25-27/92, 03/01-06/92, 03/08/92;
Spanish news service EFE, 02/11-14/92, 02/16-22/92, 02/24/92, 02/29/92, 03/01-04/92, 03/06-08/92)

-- End --
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